Climate Justice: Ethics, Energy, and Public Policy

Study Guide

Chapter 1, Ethical Resources
Possible discussion questions:

1. This chapter introduces an ethic of ecological justice that attempts to unite the typically separate fields of social ethics and environmental ethics. Does such an integrated ethic seem like a good idea or would we be better served by maintaining the traditional distinctions between social and environmental ethics?

2. How would you best summarize the history of the ethic of ecological justice as it has been developed by the World Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Church U.S.A., and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?

3. The ethic of ecological justice is fleshed out in relation to four moral norms: Sustainability, sufficiency, participation, and solidarity. Some biblical and Christian theological foundations have been provided for each. Do you agree that these norms “offer a common moral vocabulary with which to engage in ethical reflection and public discourse about various energy and climate policy proposals”? (pg. 26) Could persons operating from diverse philosophical and religious perspectives make constructive use of these four moral norms and the ethic of ecological justice?

4. Review the accompanying “energy policy guidelines” (pp. 37-39). Do these guidelines appear adequate? Are there any you would add or delete?

5. Review the “guidelines for ethical assessment of climate policies” (pp. 40-44). Do these guidelines appear adequate? Are there any you would add or delete?
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